
 

Gospel Broadcasting Network   
http://gbntv.org 

 

At Home: Winston Sandlin 

 

William McRoy– in Belleair Rehab; Regina 
Hunter— physical therapy on her knee;  Alison 
Harris for cancer; Tim Adams trmt for bacteria in 
lungs; Teresa Broyles for cancer trmt; Joyce 
Stanley, Kim Taylor, Sandy Caldwell, Fran Bar-
clay,  and Nancy VanWinkle for health issues.  

Prayer Requests For Family/Friends;   
 David Sain’s wife Phyllis struggling with health 
issues; Steve Wilder healing from spine surgery; 
Mattie Simmons brother health issues; The 
VanWinkle’s neighbor for dementia; The Broyles 
uncle Paul Bowen and friend Bobbie Huckabee/
liver issues; Dyianna Thompson’s aunt Betty 
Spencer/ Hospice care;  Yllka Bejo’s–mother; Les 
Vasterling’s– father/Hospice care; Kim Taylor’s 
mother, Jayne also baby William / heart and lung 
issues and his grandfather JD/ heart surgery; The 
Bernhardt’s relative Dustin/colon issues; Dianne 
Stewart’s brother, Bobby Goodfield; Van Stew-
art’s aunt Linda Parsons/health issues; The 
Stingles niece’s baby; Paula Davis’ niece for 
lupus; Carol Mitchell’s mother, Mary; Darrell 
Broking– recent surgery; Dawn McFarland’s-
sister Debbie.  

 

Prayers For Cancer: 

Freeman Cooper former member; Debbie Meth-
vin’s co-workers father Vasilos; Van Stewart’s 
sister Tracey and cousins Paula and Kevin; Ron-
nie Sommerville’s dad, Ron; Kim Taylor’s moth-
er, Jayne; The Harris’ daughter Kim; Mattie Sim-
mons friend William; Sandy Caldwell’s brother-
in-law Larry.  

 

Inmates: 
Antwaun Thompson, Willie Newton & Tom  
George. 

Our Service Men: 

Sam Wagner  and cousin Mark Wagner (Navy) 

Austin Reyes (Marine Corp) 
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FSOP Lectureship—The 47th Annual Lecture-
ship at the Florida School of Preaching in Lake-
land, FL will be from January 17th to the 20th.  
 

Foyer Table—The Calendar and Schedule of 
Those To Serve for December can be found on 
the foyer table.  The Financial Report for October  
is on the foyer table. Please pick up a copy today. 
 

Baptized—Isabelle Broyles put on the Lord in 
baptism last Thursday evening. Isabelle is Caleb 
Broyles wife and has been attending services and 
studying with Charles. Please welcome our new 
sister in Christ to our Central family.  
 

Prayers Needed— Please keep in prayer Bill In-
gram’s wife, Joy who is scheduled to have a big 
operation this Monday the 29th in Rhode Island. 
Cards can be sent to: 255 Woodville Rd, Asha-
way, RI 02804-2903.   
 

In a changing world you can trust God’s 
unchanging Word. 

 

Reminder— Weekly sermons are available on 
CD, our website and livestream on Facebook 
Sundays at 10:30 and 5:00pm and Wednesdays at 
7:00pm. If you need the Bulletin, Christian Ser-
vice List, Calendar or the Directory call the office 
at 727-446-4808. 

 
 

Those Serving Today 
Announcements—Charles Broyles 

Song Leaders—Joe Bonelli/James George 

Opening Prayer—Matt Pryor/Joe Bonelli 

Lord’s Table—Van Stewart 

Closing Prayer—John Benson/Mark Bernhardt 

 

Sandy Caldwell— November 28th 
Van Stewart—December 2nd 

 

 

Charles and Dottie Curls—December 1st   

 

 

Sunday Bible Study—9:30AM 

Charles Broyles 

Major Prophets: Jeremiah 
——————————————————————————————————————— 

Sunday  Worship—10:30AM  

Charles Broyles 

Seven Blunders of The World 

1 John 2:15-17 
——————————–——————————————————————————————— 

Sunday  Worship—5:00 PM 

Charles Broyles 

Victorious Chapters of The Bible 

1 Thessalonians 4:1-2 
———————————————————————————————————————————— 

Ladies Bible Study 

Postponed 
——————————————————————————————————- 

Wed. Bible Study—7:00PM 

Charles Broyles 

Types and Anti-Types 
 

 

All of our services are available 

on Facebook Live and  
 

 YouTube Live! 

Deacons: 
Max Herman   
Van Stewart  

 

Preacher:  Charles Broyles  
Office: 727-446-4808      Cell #: 423-240-9075 



for which he was accountable.  He also knew each one of his sheep by name.  Jesus taught 
this information when He proclaimed that He was “the good shepherd” in John 10.  In 
verse 14, Jesus declares:  “I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of 
mine.”  Jesus stressed that he knows His sheep.  This principle must be applied to the local 
congregation as well.  The elders are the shepherds.  These men MUST know their 
sheep.  If they do not know the individuals who are part of their flock, how can they 
properly oversee them?  How can they watch for their souls?  That would be impossible.  

   This principle alone stresses the need for the practice of “placing 
membership.”  Congregational flocks are transitory like physical flocks.  Some sheep in a 
physical flock could be sold to someone else.  A sheep could wander off and get lost in the 
wilderness.  A shepherd might purchase new sheep at a sale.  Occasionally, some of his 
sheep would die.  Too, sheep would be born into the fold.  Remember, the shepherd knew 
his sheep.  He could give you a tally of his flock at any given time.  He could look out into 
the flock and know those that are his and those that might have wandered into his flock that 
were not his.  The same is true of spiritual shepherds.  They must know every sheep for 
which they are responsible.  If a sheep, that is, a member of the church, comes from another 
congregation, they need to let the eldership know that they want to be under the oversight 
of this new congregation.  Too, when they leave a congregation, they need to let the elders 
know that they are no longer under their oversight because they will be members of another 
flock, that is, another congregation.  

  There are some members of the church who act as though “placing membership” is 
unscriptural.  If members do not have to place membership in a given locale, there are 
several questions that need to be answered.  First, how can an eldership know their flock if 
members are free to come and go as they will?  Second, how can an eldership oversee and 
rule the flock if they cannot be aware of which sheep are really theirs?  Third, which 
members will the Chief Shepherd hold the elders accountable for on the day of 
Judgement?  Fourth, if a member leaves the church are the elders to seek after it or not?  If 
it is not theirs, they are not responsible for it?  Fifth, are sheep ever supposed to be without 
a shepherd?  Is that God’s plan?  Sixth, how could elders ever be responsible to carry out 
church discipline?  When they start to withdraw from an erring member, he might 
argue:  “I was never a member of that church to begin with.”  If no one ever has to place 
membership with a local church, chaos will ensue.  The elders will have no way to 
accomplish their work of tending to the flock.  Some sheep will never have a shepherd 
overseeing them and watching for their soul.  This is NOT how God organized the local 
church. 

   Placing membership is an orderly way for shepherds to know their sheep.  Too, it holds 
the members accountable to a set of shepherds.  Just as the shepherds are to know their 
sheep; the sheep are to know those who rule over them.  Paul was clear about this in I 
Thessalonians 5:12-13.  “And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; and to esteem them very 
highly in love for their work’s sake.  And be at peace among yourselves.”  When sheep 
come and go, they must be accounted for by the shepherds of the flock.  Shepherds are one 
of the protective devices God has put in place to make certain His sheep are safe, secure, 
and saved in the Last Day. 

From the Preacher’s Pen     

Placing Membership 
Victor M. Eskew 

     The church “universal” is composed of all members of the church from 
all over the world.  It is impossible for a group single group of men to 
oversee every Christian in the world.  Therefore, God designed the local 

congregation.  The local congregation consists of members of the church who live in a 
certain location.  This church is a microcosm of the universal church.  When Paul wrote to 
the church at Corinth, he described them with these words:  “Now ye are the body of 
Christ, and members in particular” (I Cor. 12:27).  Notice he called the local church “the 
body of Christ.”  

   The local congregations of God’s people are autonomous, that is, self-governing.  There 
is no conference or association that oversees all of the local churches.  A governing body 
that stands between the local church and the universal church is not authorized in God’s 
Word.  There is wisdom in the autonomous nature of the local church.  If one church turns 
from the truth, only that church is impacted by the apostasy.  If a conference or associate 
turns from the truth, that would impact hundreds, even thousands, of local churches.  

   Each local congregation is to be governed ultimately by a group of men called 
elders.  We come to this understanding from Titus 1:5.  Paul wrote to Titus, saying:  “For 
this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, 
and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee.”  According to I Timothy 5:17, 
these men have the “rule” over the local church.  “Let the elders that rule well be counted 
worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in word and doctrine.”  It is the 
responsibility of the members to submit to the rule of these men.  The writer of Hebrews 
charged his readers with these words:  “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit 
yourselves:  for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do 
it with joy, and not with grief:  for that is unprofitable for you” (Heb. 13:17).  

  One of the pictures the Bible shows us to describe a local church is that of a flock of 
sheep.  Peter uses this picture in I Peter 5:1-2a.  “The elders which are among you I exhort 
who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the 
glory  that shall be revealed;  feed the flock of God which is among you…”  The members 
of the local church are the flock.  The elders who oversee the church are the shepherds of 
the flock.  In I Peter 5:2, the word “feed” in the Greek language is “poimaino.”  Strong 
defines the word as follows:  “to tend as a shepherd.”  Thayer defines the word in this 
manner:  “to feed, to tend a flock, keep sheep.”  Paul had used this word when he addressed 
the elders of the church of Ephesus in Acts 20:28.  He exhorted them, saying:  “Take heed 
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own 
blood.”  The words “to feed” mean to tend the flock, to care for the flock, and be shepherds 
to the flock. 

  Shepherding was a common occupation in Bible times.  Unfortunately, our society does 
not know much about shepherding.  One of the simple rules of shepherding was that a 
shepherd was responsible for a specific flock of sheep.  He knew the exact number of sheep 


