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Carol Untied– for upcoming tests; Cyndi Emery– 
in Gulfport Rehab, Rm 214; Ronnie Sommerville 
& Teresa Broyles cancer treatment; Joe Stabile-
health issues;   James Miller– needs kidney trans-
plant; Joyce Stanley, Kim Taylor, Guery & Nancy 
VanWinkle  health issues.  

Prayer Requests For Family/Friends:  

Jesse Lancaster’s– grandfather, Eustis Lancaster 
in Hospice care in TN; Linda Hadsock’s– sister 
Nellie/heart issues;  Kay Jessup’s– friends Roland 
Touges and Mulvine Kennedy both in Hospice; 
Carol Untied’s– nephew Spencer/injuries from 
car accident; Ron Sommerville’s– brother Troy/
health issues; Marta Core’s– sister for upcoming 
kidney surgery and cancer trmt on her lung; The 
Herman’s–sis-in-law Carol not well; Molly Bur-
gess’s-daughter, Carrie/kidney transplant; Dottie 
Curls– son Douglas/serious health issues; Jackie 
Clark’s mother Dorothy & grandmother Gayle  
health issues; Patrick Pinto’s—dad/health issues; 
Lexi Cahill’s–brother Jacob; The Stewart’s–bro-in
-law Russell Holt; The Kozola’s son Tim; Van 
Stewart’s –aunt, Linda Parsons; Dianne Stew-
art’s—brother, Bobby Goodfield; The Stingles’—
niece’s baby; Paula Davis’-niece/lupus; Darrell 
Broking-health issues.  

Prayers For Cancer: 
Marta Core’s –sister for kidney cancer; Lexi Ca-
hill’s-grandfather; Penny Bevaqua’s– sister Patri-
cia; Deb Methvin’s-cousin Melissa Clark; Char-
lotte Bytheway’s cousin Janet Chaney; Tim Martin 
of Pinellas Park church of Christ; Dyianna 
Thompson’s brother-in-law, Rodney; Ranny 
Reeves neighbor, Linda Wall; Linda Hadsock’s 
niece, June McCray; Carol Untied’s stepmother 
Emily; Van Stewart’s sister Tracey and cousin 
Paula; Sandy Caldwell’s bro-in-law Larry; Kay 
Jessup’s friend Marie Woleck. 

Inmates: Antwaun Thompson, Willie Newton & 
Tom  George. 

Our Service Men: Austin Reyes (Marine) Mat-
thew Holleran (Army)  

Shut Ins: Wayne Bishop (Coral Oaks), Delia 
Schlachter, Joyce Stanley and Guery & Nancy 
VanWinkle 
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Ladies Bible Class— Tuesday, May 7th at 
10:00am.  See Vicki Herman with any questions. 

Men’s Bible Class– Thursday, May 9th at 
6:30pm. See Van Stewart with any questions. 

Weeki Wachee Camp K-5th—From July 25 to 
27th.  Flyers are in the foyer with registration in-
formation. 

Responded– Regina Hunter, Randall Deily, Wil-
liam McRoy and Darleen Pugh came forward last 
Sunday needing the prayers of the church and 
encouragement. Ranny Reeves came forward on 
Wednesday night asking for forgiveness and 
prayers of the church to be a better example . 

Mission Trip Support— If you would like to 
support Tim Simmons on his mission trip to the 
Czech Republic in June, please give to one of the 
elders or Mary by May 12th. 

Helping The Needy– David and Samantha 
Jones are collecting clothing and non perishable 
items for those in need. Please put your items in 
the library. 

 

Those Serving Today 

Greeters– Van and Dianne Stewart 
Announcements—Joe Bonelli 

Song Leaders—James George/Sam Grubb 
Scripture Readers-John Core/Dennis Cuckler 

      Opening Prayer—Mark Bernhardt/Van Stewart 
Lord’s Table—Max Herman 

Closing Prayer—Bob Hadsock/Rob Schlachter 
 

 

Pasquale Pinto—May 9th 
Jesse Lancaster—May 10th 

 
 
 

 

Sunday Bible Class—9:30AM 

Charles Broyles 
Book of Revelation-Chapter 18 

__________________________________ 
 
 

Sunday AM Worship—10:30AM  
A Nation In Reverse 

Jeremiah 7:21-27 
 

Sunday PM Worship—5:00PM  
Bring Into Captivity  

Every Thought 

2 Corinthians 10:5 
__________________________________ 

 
 

Wednesday Bible Study—7:00PM 

Charles Broyles 
Sanctification 

——————— 
Men’s Bible Study—Thursday 

May 9th at 6:30PM 
 

Ladies Bible Study—Tuesdays 
May 7th at 10:00AM 
  ———————— 

All services are available! 
 

facebook.com/central.cochrist.31 

 

@centralcofc-clearwater  
 

Deacons: 
Max Herman   
Van Stewart  

Preacher:  Charles Broyles  
Office: 727-446-4808      Cell #: 423-240-9075 

Childhaven Children’s 
Home in Cullman, AL 
www.childhaven.com 

soaringforsouls.com 

fsop.net 

 cocindia.net 

Fairhavenchildrenshome.com www.christiancourier.com

https://spiritualsword.org/ 

Arnold Town Road Church of Christ—Darrell Broking 
Chalmette Church of Christ—Mark Lance 

South Anchorage Church of Christ—Michael Dale 
Czech Republic Missions —Tony/Heidi Orellana 



them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people."  

  It is not being of the fleshly descent of Abraham that makes one a child of God. The Lord 
told Nicodemus, "Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God" (John 3:5). Paul wrote, "For he is not a Jew, 
which is one outwardly; neither is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: But he is 
a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in 
the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God" (Rom. 2:28-29). 

   When does one become a part of the people of God today? Paul answers: "For ye are all 
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, 
there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then 
are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise" (Gal. 3:26-29). It is not at the 
point of faith that one becomes a child of God. Paul said, "For ye are all [present tense] the 
children of God by faith…. For as many of you as have been [present perfect tense, or 
"were," past tense] baptized into Christ have put on Christ." Thus, you are a child of God by 
faith because you have been baptized or were baptized. The action of baptism precedes 
one’s being a child of God by faith. It is faith that leads to baptism (Mark 16:16), but it is 
not at the point of faith that one is a child of God, or part of the people of God. 

   Paul addressed the misunderstanding of some Jews who thought that being of the physical 
descent of Abraham put them into the church. He wrote, "Not as though the word of God 
hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, which are of Israel: Neither, because they 
are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall thy seed be called. That is, 
They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but the children 
of the promise are counted for the seed" (Rom. 9:6-8). God accepted Isaac, but Ishmael was 
cast out. God had to make a choice through whom Christ would come. This did not relate to 
their individual salvation.  Likewise, God chooses only those obedient to his word as the 
Israel of promise. But those who reject the gospel, whether Jew or Gentile, are not approved 
and not a part of the Israel of God today. 

   God's people, Israel, today are the church. "And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto 
you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in 
the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel" (Matt,19:28). Make sure the comma is observed: "ye which have followed me, in the 
regeneration…." The twelve tribes of Israel is a reference to the church. James addresses 
"the twelve tribes which are scattered," an apparent reference to the church. It should be 
noted that Paul's letter to the Galatian churches, in which he deals with the Judaizing 
teachers (Jews having tried to bind the law of Moses on Gentiles), refers to the church being 
called "the Israel of God" (Gal. 6:16). 

   The Jew today cannot even prove that he is a Jew because he cannot tell you of what tribe 
he is. The true Israel today is the church. 

From the Preacher’s Pen    

The Israel Of God Today 
Ben F. Vick, Jr. 

   Jacob had served Laban in Padan-Aram for twenty years for his wives 
and livestock. He had heard Laban's sons having said, "Jacob hath taken 
away all that was our father's; and of that which was our father's hath he 

gotten all this glory" (Gen. 31:1). Jacob saw that Laban's countenance was not as it was 
before (Gen. 31:2). Moses records, "And the Lord said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of 
thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee" (Gen. 31:3). So Jacob, having 
gathered his family and belongings, headed home. Among the events that transpired as they 
traveled was Jacob's having wrestled  with an angel until the breaking of the day (Gen. 
32:24-32; Hosea 12:3-4). The place where they had wrestled was called Peniel, which 
meant "I have seen God face to face." Jacob's name was changed to Israel which means "A 
prince of God." Hence, all the descendants of Jacob would be called Israelites or the 
children of Israel.  

   The Israelites were called God's people before they arrived at Sinai, having been delivered 
from Egyptian bondage (Ex. 3:7; 5:1). They were God's people because of the promises 
made to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3,7), Isaac (Gen. 26:24), and Jacob (Gen 28:13-14). At Mount 
Sinai the Lord spoke to his people. The inspired writer said: 

   And Moses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of the mountain, saying, 
Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; Ye have seen what 
I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto 
myself. Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye 
shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall 
be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt 
speak unto the children of Israel (Ex. 19:3-6). 

   When Moses returned from the mount and called for the elders of the people and "laid 
before their faces” what the Lord had commanded, “and all the people answered together, 
and said, All that the Lord hath spoken we will do" (Ex. 19:7-8). They were God's chosen 
people, his adopted people (Deut. 7:6-10). 

   For approximately fifteen hundred years Israel was God's chosen people. Paul wrote 
concerning his kinsmen in the flesh: 

   Who are Israelites; to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, 
and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; Whose are the fathers, 
and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. 
Amen. Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all Israel, 
which are of Israel (Rom. 9:4-6). 

   Fleshly Israel are no longer God's people. Jesus' death on the cross and the establishment 
of the church changed who God's people are. Now the church is spiritual Israel. We are not 
to be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. Paul raises a series of questions, each 
requiring a negative response (2 Cor. 6:14-18). In the context God said, "I will dwell in 


