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From the Preacher’s Pen
CoMING TO EVERY SERVICE OF THE GOSPEL MEETING

Our gospel meeting with Allen Webster begins this next Sunday, April
2nd and goes thru to Thursday, April 6th and it seems so appropriate to
emphasize the importance of every member being present for every service.
This has nothing to do with my personal opinion about this, but there are
spiritual reasons for why this should happen. Obviously, there are those who, because of
physical reasons beyond their control (work, sickness, transportation problems, etc.), could
not come, but the following reasons apply to the rest of us. Look at the spiritual reasons for
this.

I am coming to every service because Jesus will be present. There is no greater reason
than this. The Lord said, “If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there
My servant will be also” (John 12:26). Every Christian should be described in this verse, for
every Christian should be one who serves Him. Every Christian should be one who follows
Him. Now Jesus says that those who serve Him and follow Him will be where He is. It is
folly to think that the Lord will be absent from any service of the meeting. Where do you
think His servants and followers should be?

I am coming to every service because the lost will be there, and the gospel will be
preached to them. There is no doubt that the church has worked diligently to invite others
to come, and past experience shows that they will come. There is no doubt that Allen
Webster will preach the gospel clearly to them. There is also no doubt that my presence will
contribute to the impact the services will have on them. I want to be part of the salvation of
the lost here in Pinellas County. My absence reveals if I am seriously concerned about those
in sin.

I am coming to every service because the FAMILY needs me to be present. My
brothers and my sisters have prayed and invited others to come with the expectation that the
Lord’s family will be present to welcome those friends who will come. My absence will not
only send a silent message to those who come, but it will discourage those who have finally
made headway in getting others to come. Think about it. My physical presence or absence
reveals how much I actually enjoy being with my FAMILY.

I am coming to every service because I hunger and thirst after righteousness. I have
not arrived at the place in my life where my righteousness is complete. I know I need to be
fed from the Lord and drink from the fountain of life. I know that preaching has changed
my life and fed me in the past, and that it will feed me now.

I am coming to every service because there is no place I would rather be. Think about
this! What possible reason can there be for being elsewhere?
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The best classroom in the world is at the feet of a God-fearing elderly person!

DON’T TELL ME, “THE DAY OF THE GOSPEL MEETING IS OVER.”

The beginning of our gospel meeting is just one week away and it will provide so many
opportunities for us to serve the Lord. Let me remind you that this effort is the primary tool of
outreach we have. Every program we have is tied to evangelism, but the entire focus of this
one is to reach the lost and bring them to Jesus.

We are counting on each of you to step forward to insure that this effort surpasses any we
have had in the past. Sometimes, when we are involved in an effort we have tried before, there
is a tendency to pull back and not to put our heart and soul into what we are doing. Just being
aware of this tendency can help us avoid this pitfall.

Over the next several days you will be challenged in many ways. It may seem that what you
do is insignificant, but when all these small contributions are added together they have a
tremendous impact. The strongest ropes are made up of thousands of tiny threads working
together for a common purpose. The same is true of the work of the church. Success comes
because so many are working for a common cause.

Don’t think that the day of the gospel meeting is over. There was a time when Dan
Jenkins went and conducted a meeting in a small Tennessee town where there were about fifty
members of the church. In the three weeks before the meeting they had baptized six. During
the three days of the meeting there were two others baptized and a brother was restored who
had been away from the Lord for 45 years. One of the ladies baptized was someone who had
never had an organized study with anyone before the meeting. She learned the truth and
responded to it during the meeting. The day of the gospel meeting is not over!

The other lady baptized was someone whose husband had been a member of the church for
years, but she had never made the commitment. There were so many tears of joy when they
saw her respond. The day of the gospel meeting is not over!

The brother who was restored pointed to the baptistry and recalled his baptism 45 years ago.
You should have seen the joy he now has.

Are there individuals like these we know who could be touched just one week from now?
Think about it. Pray about it. The day of the gospel meeting is not over!

These two articles were written by Dan Jenkins, but edited to fit our needs at this time.
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THE INFLUENCE UPON OUR CHILDREN
If Christian parents do not teach and influence their children in the righteous values and
principles of God’s Word—then be assured someone else will do your job for you. Only
they will not use the Bible and the blessed laws of purity found therein. Society stands ready
to influence your children with the ungodly ways of this world. The TV they watch, the
video games they play, their peers at school, the magazines they read, the movies they view,
the music they listen to, and current pop culture will instill in them principles for
unrighteous living. Is that what we want? We use our influence in training dogs, cats, cattle,
horses, flowers, and trees. Are not children more important than these? Parents, wake up
before it is too late. Author Unknown



